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brought them those rewards for which in the old days they had
been ready to shed their blood, they now wished to subordinate.
But they reckoned without the influence and the power of the
professors. While staunchly supporting the spread of co-operatives
among the peasantry, they had, with the support of the progressive-
minded political parties, fought off die intrigues and the schemes of
the Agrarian leaders to mutilate and scrap their progressive
programme*

The Sokols were a further expression of that progressive,
humanitarian programme. Conceived in the desire for liberation
from German repression, they had set out from the very beginning,
under the guise of a physical culture society, to prepare themselves
physically and spiritually for the impending struggle* Dr.
Miroslav Tyrs, the founder, had from the start made his followers
realize that because of their numerical inferiority to Germans they
would need to achieve individual superiority over the German if
they expected to triumph* Tyrs and his followers were neither
dreamers nor fanatics. In spite of financial difficulties and the
efforts of the Hapsburgs to thwart Sokol influence, the movement
attracted an ever-increasing number of sympathizers. Legally they
were only "gymnastic clubs." Finally in secret they became the
centre of a movement of liberation* With the coming of the
Republic they rose to be one of the defenders and promoters, not
only of health and discipline, but of the democratic traditions
which the Czech people had inherited from their ancestors. Hardly
a community in Bohemia but had its Sofypl organization* Those of
us who witnessed the physical culture drills of the young and the
old iu Masaryk Stadium during the Sokpl conference in the
summer of 1938 will cherish it for ever as one of the most beautiful
tributes to disciplined humanitarianism that we had ever known.

The Czech army was another mighty pillar of democracy* Of
course the professors who had been nurturing the Republic were
fiercely assailed by the Socialists, especially in Germany, for their
collaboration with militarists. What did the proletarians, argued
the Socialists, want with soldiers and generals who only knew how
to kill proletarians at the behest of capitalists? But these professors
were intellectuals with a virility and a far-sightedness which the